
Subject:  Honoring Mary Baker Eddy 
Date:  March 3, 2010 

Author:  Linda Worley 
 
Hymns: Gihon River, Peace is Flowing Like a River, 253 

 
The Bible 
(New Revised Standard Version - NRSV) 

NRSV Bible 
Psalms 36:7-9 
7  How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in 

the shadow of your wings. 
8  They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from 
the river of your delights. 

9  For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. 
 
John 4:5-15 (to 2nd ,)  
5  …[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground 

that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.  
6  Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by 
the well. It was about noon. 

7  A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me 
a drink.”  
8  (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.)  

9  The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink 
of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with 
Samaritans.)  

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would 
have given you living water.”  

11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. 
Where do you get that living water?  
12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with 

his sons and his flocks drank from it?”  
13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 
again,  

14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be 
thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.”  

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water,… 
 
Genesis 2:10 

10 A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it divides 
and becomes four branches.  
 



Science and Health 
593:14-16 (to ;) 

RIVER.  Channel of thought.  
    When smooth and unobstructed, it typifies the course of Truth; 
 

The Bible 
(NRSV) 
Gen 2:11-12 (to "good") 

11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that flows around the whole 
land of Havilah, where there is gold;  
12 and the gold of that land is good; 

 
Science and Health 
593:1-2 

PISON (river).  The love of the good and beautiful, and their immortality.  
 
The Bible 
(NRSV) 

Gen 2:13 
13 The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that flows around the 
whole land of Cush.  

 
Science and Health 
587:3-4 

GIHON (river).  The rights of woman acknowledged morally, civilly, and 
socially.  
 

The Bible 
(NRSV) 
Gen 2:14 (substituting Hiddekel for Tigris) to Assyria. 

14 The name of the third river is [Hiddekel], which flows east of Assyria. 
 
Science and Health 

588:5-6 
HIDDEKEL (river).  Divine Science understood and acknowledged.  
 

The Bible 
(NRSV) 
Gen 2:14 "And the fourth river is the Euphrates." 

14 …And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
 



Science and Health 
585:16-19  

EUPHRATES (river).  Divine Science encompassing the universe and man; 
the true idea of God; a type of the glory which is to come; metaphysics 
taking the place of physics; the reign of righteousness.  

 
vii:1-2, 13-21 
    To those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is big with blessings.  

 
    The time for thinkers has come. Truth, independent of doctrines and time-
honored systems, knocks at the portal of humanity. Contentment with the 

past and the cold conventionality of materialism are crumbling away. 
Ignorance of God is no longer the steppingstone to faith. The only guarantee 
of obedience is a right apprehension of Him whom to know aright is Life 

eternal. Though empires fall, "the Lord shall reign forever."  
 
x:3-4, 11-17, 22-27 
    The first edition of SCIENCE AND HEALTH was published in 1875.  

 
    The author has not compromised conscience to suit the general drift of 
thought, but has bluntly and honestly given the text of Truth. She has made 

no effort to embellish, elaborate, or treat in full detail so infinite a theme. By 
thousands of well-authenticated cases of healing, she and her students have 
proved the worth of her teachings.  

 
    The divine Principle of healing is proved in the personal experience of any 
sincere seeker of Truth. Its purpose is good, and its practice is safer and 

more potent than that of any other sanitary method. The unbiased Christian 
thought is soonest touched by Truth, and convinced of it.  
 



xi: 9-29 (to 2nd ,) 
    The physical healing of Christian Science results now, as in Jesus' time, 

from the operation of divine Principle, before which sin and disease lose their 
reality in human consciousness and disappear as naturally and as necessarily 
as darkness gives place to light and sin to reformation. Now, as then, these 

mighty works are not supernatural, but supremely natural. They are the sign 
of Immanuel, or "God with us," — a divine influence ever present in human 
consciousness and repeating itself, coming now as was promised aforetime,  

 
To preach deliverance to the captives [of sense],    

And recovering of sight to the blind,    

To set at liberty them that are bruised.  

 

    When God called the author to proclaim His Gospel to this age, there came 
also the charge to plant and water His vineyard.  
    The first school of Christian Science Mind-healing was started by the 

author with only one student in Lynn, Massachusetts, about the year 1867. 
In 1881, she opened the Massachusetts Metaphysical College in Boston, 
under the seal of the Commonwealth, 

 
xii:6-20, 23-27 
    During seven years over four thousand students were taught by the 

author in this College. Meanwhile she was pastor of the first established 
Church of Christ, Scientist; President of the first Christian Scientist 
Association, convening monthly; publisher of her own works; and (for a 

portion of this time) sole editor and publisher of the Christian Science 
Journal, the first periodical issued by Christian Scientists. She closed her 
College, October 29, 1889, in the height of its prosperity with a deep-lying 
conviction that the next two years of her life should be given to the 

preparation of the revision of SCIENCE AND HEALTH, which was published in 
1891. She retained her charter, and as its President, reopened the College in 
1899 as auxiliary to her church.  

 
    In the spirit of Christ's charity, — as one who "hopeth all things, endureth 
all things," and is joyful to bear consolation to the sorrowing and healing to 

the sick, —  she commits these pages to honest seekers for Truth.    
Mary Baker Eddy  
 

99:23-29 
    The calm, strong currents of true spirituality, the manifestations of which 
are health, purity, and self-immolation, must deepen human experience, until 

the beliefs of material existence are seen to be a bald imposition, and sin, 
disease, and death give everlasting place to the scientific demonstration of 
divine Spirit and to God's spiritual, perfect man.  

  
 


