Subject: Pure lips: A life of prayer
Date: November 19, 2008
Author: Paul Lachlan Peck

Hymns: 324, 195, 315

The Bible

(King James Version)

Psalm 12:6

6 The words of the Lord are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth,
purified seven times.

Matthew 15:1-3, 7-28

1 Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem,
saying,

2 Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash
not their hands when they eat bread.

3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the
commandment of God by your tradition?

7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,

8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me
with their lips; but their heart is far from me.

9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men.

10 And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand:
11 Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which
cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.

12 Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the
Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying?

13 But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath
not planted, shall be rooted up.

14 Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead
the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.

15 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Declare unto us this parable.
16 And Jesus said, Are ye also yet without understanding?

17 Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth
goeth into the belly, and is cast out into the draught?

18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the
heart; and they defile the man.

19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:

20 These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands
defileth not a man.

21 Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.



22 And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried
unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my
daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.

23 But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought
him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us.

24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.

25 Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.

26 But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread,
and to cast it to dogs.

27 And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from
their masters' table.

28 Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be
it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that
very hour.

James 5:8-16

8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh.

9 Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold,
the judge standeth before the door.

10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the
Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.

11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the
patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very
pitiful, and of tender mercy.

12 But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither
by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your
nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.

13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing
psalms.

14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:

15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him
up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.

16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye
may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.



Philippians 3:13-15

13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I
do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those
things which are before,

14 1 press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus.

15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any
thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.

Romans 12:9-10

9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that
which is good.

10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour
preferring one another;

Psalm 19:14
14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer.

Science and Health
467:1-19
Question. — What are the demands of the Science of Soul?
Answer. — The first demand of this Science is, "Thou shalt have no other
gods before me." This me is Spirit. Therefore the command means this:
Thou shalt have no intelligence, no life, no substance, no truth, no love, but
that which is spiritual. The second is like unto it, "Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself." It should be thoroughly understood that all men have
one Mind, one God and Father, one Life, Truth, and Love. Mankind will
become perfect in proportion as this fact becomes apparent, war will cease
and the true brotherhood of man will be established. Having no other gods,
turning to no other but the one perfect Mind to guide him, man is the
likeness of God, pure and eternal, having that Mind which was also in Christ.
Science reveals Spirit, Soul, as not in the body, and God as not in man but
as reflected by man. The greater cannot be in the lesser.

1:1-14

The prayer that reforms the sinner and heals the sick is an absolute faith
that all things are possible to God, — a spiritual understanding of Him, an
unselfed love. Regardless of what another may say or think on this subject, I
speak from experience. Prayer, watching, and working, combined with self-
immolation, are God's gracious means for accomplishing whatever has been
successfully done for the Christianization and health of mankind.

Thoughts unspoken are not unknown to the divine Mind. Desire is prayer;
and no loss can occur from trusting God with our desires, that they may be
moulded and exalted before they take form in words and in deeds.



3:32-22
While the heart is far from divine Truth and Love, we cannot conceal the
ingratitude of barren lives.

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace,
expressed in patience, meekness, love, and good deeds. To keep the
commandments of our Master and follow his example, is our proper debt to
him and the only worthy evidence of our gratitude for all that he has done.
Outward worship is not of itself sufficient to express loyal and heartfelt
gratitude, since he has said: "If ye love me, keep my commandments."

The habitual struggle to be always good is unceasing prayer. Its motives
are made manifest in the blessings they bring, — blessings which, even if not
acknowledged in audible words, attest our worthiness to be partakers of
Love.

Simply asking that we may love God will never make us love Him; but the
longing to be better and holier, expressed in daily watchfulness and in
striving to assimilate more of the divine character, will mould and fashion us
anew, until we awake in His likeness.

9:5-32 (to .) The test of all prayer lies in the answer to these questions:
Do we love our neighbor better because of this asking? Do we pursue the old
selfishness, satisfied with having prayed for something better, though we
give no evidence of the sincerity of our requests by living consistently with
our prayer? If selfishness has given place to kindness, we shall regard our
neighbor unselfishly, and bless them that curse us; but we shall never meet
this great duty simply by asking that it may be done. There is a cross to be
taken up before we can enjoy the fruition of our hope and faith.

Dost thou "love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind"? This command includes much, even the surrender of
all merely material sensation, affection, and worship. This is the El Dorado of
Christianity. It involves the Science of Life, and recognizes only the divine
control of Spirit, in which Soul is our master, and material sense and human
will have no place.

Are you willing to leave all for Christ, for Truth, and so be counted among
sinners? No! Do you really desire to attain this point? No! Then why make
long prayers about it and ask to be Christians, since you do not care to tread
in the footsteps of our dear Master? If unwilling to follow his example, why
pray with the lips that you may be partakers of his nature? Consistent prayer
is the desire to do right.



10:1-16

Prayer means that we desire to walk and will walk in the light so far as we
receive it, even though with bleeding footsteps, and that waiting patiently on
the Lord, we will leave our real desires to be rewarded by Him.

The world must grow to the spiritual understanding of prayer. If good
enough to profit by Jesus' cup of earthly sorrows, God will sustain us under
these sorrows. Until we are thus divinely qualified and are willing to drink his
cup, millions of vain repetitions will never pour into prayer the unction of
Spirit in demonstration of power and "with signs following." Christian
Science reveals a necessity for overcoming the world, the flesh, and evil, and
thus destroying all error.

Seeking is not sufficient. It is striving that enables us to enter. Spiritual
attainments open the door to a higher understanding of the divine Life.



